
State board of nursing requirements
Whether by exam or through an endorsement, the requirements for obtaining a license to practice as a nurse differs in each U.S.
state and may change without notice. Therefore, we suggest that you contact the board of nursing in the state where you wish to
practice to verify their licensure requirements. You can go to each state board of nursing’s website by clicking on the state name
in the table. This table contains information available as of November 2011.

CGFNS services required or accepted for licensure by examination
KEY
CP = Certification Program
VS = VisaScreen
CVS  = Credential Verification Service for New York State
CES = Credentials Evaluation Service

English = English language proficiency report
RN = Registered (first-level, general) nurse
LPN = Licensed practical (second-level) nurse
LVN  = Licensed vocational nurse

State Board
of Nursing

CGFNS services required
or accepted for
REGISTERED NURSES

CGFNS services required
or accepted for
LICENSED PRACTICAL
OR VOCATIONAL NURSES

Secondary
school
evaluation
required for CES
report

Alabama CP and CES CES Yes

Alaska CES or CP CES No

American Samoa No CGFNS requirements No CGFNS requirements —

Arizona CES, VS or CP CES or VS No

Arkansas CES and English, CP or VS CES Yes

California – RN CES may be accepted — —

California – LPN, LVN — CES may be accepted —

Colorado CES and English or CP CES and English No

Connecticut CP CES No

Delaware CP CES may be accepted Yes

Florida CES CES Yes

Georgia – RN CES or CP — Yes

Georgia – LPN — CES Yes

Guam CP, CES may be accepted — Yes

Hawaii CES or CP CES No

Idaho CES or CP CES may be accepted No

Illinois CES, VS or CP CES or VS Yes

Indiana CP Yes

Iowa CES and English or CP CES and English No

Kansas CES CES No

Kentucky VS VS Yes

Louisiana – RN CP — No

Louisiana – LPN — No CGFNS requirement —

Maine CES or CP CES Yes

Maryland CES CES LPN only

Massachusetts CES, CP or VS CES or VS No

Michigan CES and English or CP CES and English No

Minnesota CES or CP CES No

Mississippi CP or CES CES No

®

http://www.abn.state.al.us/
http://www.dced.state.ak.us/occ/pnur.htm
http://www.asmca.org/
http://www.azbn.gov/
http://www.arsbn.org/
http://www.rn.ca.gov/
http://www.bvnpt.ca.gov/
http://www.dora.state.co.us/nursing/
http://www.ct.gov/dph/cwp/view.asp?a=3121&q=389526&dphNav_GID=1821&dphPNavCtr=|#47137
http://dpr.delaware.gov/boards/nursing/index.shtml
http://www.doh.state.fl.us/mqa/
http://www.sos.state.ga.us/plb/rn/
http://www.sos.state.ga.us/plb/lpn/
http://dphss.guam.gov/about/licensing.htm
http://www.hawaii.gov/dcca/areas/pvl/boards/nursing
http://www2.state.id.us/ibn/
http://www.idfpr.com/dpr/WHO/nurs.asp
http://www.in.gov/pla/
http://www.state.ia.us/government/nursing/
http://www.ksbn.org/
http://www.kbn.ky.gov/
http://www.lsbn.state.la.us/
http://www.lsbpne.com/
http://www.maine.gov/boardofnursing/
http://www.mbon.org/main.php
http://www.mass.gov/dpl/boards/rn/
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,1607,7-132-27417_27529---,00.html
http://www.nursingboard.state.mn.us/
http://www.msbn.state.ms.us/


Missouri CES or CP CES No

Montana CP CES No

Nebraska CP CES Yes

Nevada CES CES LPN only

New Hampshire CP or CES CES No

New Jersey CES and English, or CP CES and English Yes

New Mexico CES CES No

New York CVS CVS No

North Carolina CES or VS CES or VS No

North Dakota CP, CES may be accepted CES may be accepted No

Northern Marianas Islands No CGFNS requirement, 
CES may be accepted

No CGFNS requirement Yes

Ohio CES CES No

Oklahoma CES, VS, or CP and transcripts CES LPN only

Oregon CES, CP or VS CES or VS No

Pennsylvania CP and transcripts CES may be accepted LPN only

Puerto Rico No CGFNS requirement No CGFNS requirement —

Rhode Island CP CES No

South Carolina CES CES Yes

South Dakota CP CES Yes

Tennessee CP CES Yes

Texas CES CES No

Utah CP and CES CES No

Vermont CES, CP may also be required CES Yes

Virgin Islands CP No CGFNS requirement Yes

Virginia CES and English, or CP CES and English Yes

Washington CES or CP No CGFNS requirement No

Washington DC
(District of Columbia)

CP, CES may be accepted — LPN only

West Virginia – RN CP — Yes

West Virginia – LPN — CES may be accepted Yes

Wisconsin CP CES and English Yes

Wyoming CP CES No

http://pr.mo.gov/nursing.asp
http://www.discoveringmontana.com/dli/bsd/license/bsd_boards/nur_board/board_page.asp
http://www.hhs.state.ne.us/crl/nursing/nursingindex.htm
http://www.nursingboard.state.nv.us/
http://www.state.nh.us/nursing/
http://www.state.nj.us/lps/ca/medical/nursing.htm
http://www.bon.state.nm.us/
http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/nurse/
http://www.ncbon.com/
http://www.ndbon.org/
http://mariana-islands.boards.travelnurse.tel/
http://www.nursing.ohio.gov/
http://www.ok.gov/nursing/
http://www.osbn.state.or.us/
http://www.dos.state.pa.us/bpoa/cwp/view.asp?a=1104&q=432869
http://www.board-of-nursing.com/puerto-rico-board-of-nursing.php
http://www.health.ri.gov/
http://www.llr.state.sc.us/pol/nursing
http://www.state.sd.us/doh/nursing/
http://health.state.tn.us/providers.htm
http://www.bne.state.tx.us/
http://www.dopl.utah.gov/licensing/nursing.html
http://www.vtprofessionals.org/opr1/nurses/
http://www.vibnl.org/
http://www.dhp.virginia.gov/nursing/
http://www.doh.wa.gov/hsqa/Professions/Nursing/default.htm
http://hpla.doh.dc.gov/hpla/site/default.asp
http://hpla.doh.dc.gov/hpla/site/default.asp
http://www.wvrnboard.com/
http://www.lpnboard.state.wv.us/
http://drl.wi.gov/
http://nursing.state.wy.us/
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